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SUB J : NSF STAFF VISIT: DRS. B. BARTOCHA AND E. FELLER 
REF: A) STATE 2 1 1 695 B ) STATE 217319 

1. NSF REPS BARTOCHA AND FELLER DEPARTED FOR WASHINGTON NOVEMBER 15 
AFTER CONCLUDING GENERALLY FRUITFUL TWO-DAY SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS 
WITH GOM REPRESENTATIVES. TALKS INCLUDED A REVIEW OF CURRENT NSF 
PROGRAMS. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT CONACYT PRESENTED ROUGHLY 20 
NEW PROJECTS FOR CONSIDERATION IN NEXT YEAR'S OPERATION. NSF REPS 
WILL PROVIDE DETAILS. 

2. AS ANTICIPATED (MEXICO 8279), MEXICAN INTERLOCUTORS WERE EAGER 
TO DISCUSS PREPARATIONS FOR MEETING OF SCIENCE BILATERAL COMMISS- 
ION. CONSEQUENTLY, DELEGATIONS WORKED UP DRAFT AGENDA (SEPTEL). TWO 
SIDES ALSO AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HOLD STAFF LEVEL 
MEETING AT WASHINGTON JANUARY 14-16 TO WORK OUT FINAL DETAILS FOR 
MEETING OF BILATERAL COMMISSION. 

3. CONACYT OFFICIALS STRESSED CONTINUING HIGH-LEVEL GOM CONCERN 
ABOUT TECHNICIAN EXCHANGE PROGRAM. IF WASHINGTON AGREES TO PRO- 
POSED JANUARY PRELIMINARY SESSIONS (PARA 2), THOSE DISCUSSIONS 
MIGHT BE COMBINED WITH MEETING ON EXCHANGE PROGRAM ORIGINALLY 
SCHEDULED TO BE HELD (IN KEEPING WITH AGREEMENT AT RECENT SESSIONS 
OF BILATERAL CULTURAL COMMISSION) IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO PLANNED 
SESSIONS OF BILATERAL SCIENCE COMMISSION. 
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4. IT WILL BE NOTED THAT THE VERY FIRST ITEM ON THE AGENDA, AS 
PROPOSED BY THE GOM, IS THE TECHNICIAN EXCHANGE. IT BECAME QUITE 
EVIDENT DURING THE MEETING THAT THIS IS A MATTER OF TOP PRIORITY 
WITH THE GOM AND THAT CONACYT IS UNDER CONTINUING PRESSURE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT IN THIS REGARD. 

5. THE EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN 
ENDEAVORING TO FIND THE SOLUTION SO SORELY NEEDED AND APPRECIATES 
THOSE EFFORTS. IN TURN, THE EMBASSY IS CONCERNED AND STRONGLY 
URGES THAT RENEWED EFFORTS MUST BE MADE TO DESIGNATE THE OFFICE 
OR AGENCY TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS ACTIVITY AND TO FIND THE 
FUNDING NECESSARY TO COVER THIS OBLIGATION OF THE USG UNDERTAKEN 
AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL. 

6. COMMENT: EMBASSY REALIZES THAT, IN ACCEPTING TENTATIVE AGENDA 
AND IN PROPOSING JANUARY WORKING SESSIONS IN WASHINGTON, NSF REPS 
MAY HAVE STRETCHED THEIR MANDATE SOMEWHAT (REFTEL B). NONETHE- 
LESS, IN FACE OF MEXICAN INSISTENCE ON THESE ITEMS, THEIR COMMIT- 
MENTS APPEAR MINIMAL. CONCERNING PROPOSED AGENDA, EMBASSY BELIEVES 
THAT MEXICANS CLEARLY UNDERSTAND THIS EFFORT TO BE PRELIMINARY AND 
WITHOUT ANY COMMITMENT ON PART OF USG TO AGREEMENT. ON PROPOSED 
JANUARY MEETING, EMBASSY NOT FULLY PERSUADED OBJECTIVES MIGHT NOT 
BE ACHIEVED THROUGH EXCHANGE OF PERTINENT DOCUMENTS THROUGH 
NORMAL CHANNELS BUT DEFERS TO JUDGMENT OF DEPARTMENT AND INTER 
ESTED AGENCIES ON THIS POINT. 

7. EMBASSY WISHES DEPARTMENT HAVE ASSURANCE THAT IT MADE ABUND- 
ENTLY CLEAR BY SCICOUNS AND NSF REPS TO CONACYT AT OUTSET NOV. 14 
MEETING THAT NSF REPS PREPARED DISCUSS IN SUBSTANCE ONLY NSF PLANS 
AND PROGRAMS AND THEY NOT IN POSITION ENGAGE IN SUBSTANTIVE REVIEW 
OTHER US-MEXICO S & T AGREEMENTS. LATTER NOT UNDERTAKEN AT ANY 
TIME. IT ALSO FULLY UNDERSTOOD BY BOTH SIDES THAT THE "TENTATIVE 
AGENDA" FOR THE STAFF LEVEL MEETING" WAS A FIRST EFFORT ONLY AD 
REFERENDUM. IN FACT, THE TEXT SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS A GOM DRAFT 
PRESENTATION, DRAWN UP BY CONACYT AND EMBODYING, AS US REPS 
UNDERSTOOD, POINTS ALREADY PRESENTED BY THEM INFORMALLY TO 
ROREIGN OFFICE. FINALLY, IT RECOGNIZED BY ALL PRESENT THAT NSF 
QUALIFIED AT TIME MIXED COMMISSION MEETING ADDRESS ITSELF ONLY 

TO ITEM II OF THAT DRAFT: "COOPERATIVE INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM ON 
S & T BETWEEN CONACYT AND NSF". THOSE PRESENT FELT PROPOSED ITEM 
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in "POLICY GUIDELINES" TO BE PROVINCE OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND 
FOREIGN OFFICE, NOT NSF AND CONACYT, SINCE IT RESPONSIBILITY OF 
MIXED COMMISSION ONLY ESTABLISH BROAD POLICY FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
SCIENCE BILATERAL. 
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